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PRODUCT 

EXAMINATION 

SERVICE 

If  your  business  involves  meat  shipments,  there 
may  be  times  when  you  need  to  have  an  impartial 
expert  officially  establish  a  shipment's  physical 
condition.  You  may  want  to  substantiate  a  damage 
claim,  protect  yourself  against  one,  or  save  the 
time  and  expense  of  examining  it  yourself.  In  each 
case,  you  can  call  on  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture's product  examination  service. 


WHAT  IT  DOES 

This  service  is  conducted  by  meat  graders  of 
the  Livestock  Division  of  USDA's  Agricultural  Mar- 
keting Service  and  is  available  to  meat  packers, 
wholesalers,  brokers,  carriers,  and  their  insurance 
agents — in  short,  to  anyone  with  a  financial  inter- 
est in  the  meat  shipment.  Product  examinations 
are  made  on  request  and  a  fee  is  charged  for  the 
service.  The  examination  may  be  performed 
wherever  the  meat  shipment  is  located — in  pack- 
ing plants,  warehouses,  trucks,  or  railroad  cars — 
provided  the  meat  is  accessible  to  the  meat 
grader. 

During  an  examination,  the  grader  impartially 
documents  the  facts  about  the  physical  condition 
of  a  meat  or  meat  products  shipment.  The  meat 
involved  may  be  fresh  or  frozen  carcasses  or 
wholesale  cuts  of  beef,  pork,  lamb,  veal  or  calf; 
sausage;  smoked  or  cured  meats;  etc.  The  grader 
issues  an  official  certificate  attesting  to  the  physi- 
cal condition  of  the  shipment.  Such  certificates 
are  accepted  as  prima  facie  evidence  by  all  Fed- 
eral and  most  State  courts. 


WHAT  IT  CAN  TELL  YOU 

in  a  product  examination,  the  meat  grader  re- 
ports only  on  physical  conditions  that  can  be  ac- 
curately determined  and  described.  For  example, 
he  can  examine  meat  or  meat  products  for  extent 


and  kind  of  damage,  freezer  burn,  thawing  and 
refreezing,  cleanliness,  freshness,  temperature, 
weight  ranges,  and  fat  thickness.  He  can  also  de- 
termine the  temperature  of  the  conveyance  and 
any  container  damage.  You  specify  the  factors  to 
be  determined  by  the  examination  and  whether  it 
is  to  be  conducted  by  random  sample  or  100  per- 
cent examination  of  the  product. 

NOTE:  Meat  that  is  unwholesome  is  not  eligible 
for  product  examination.  If  there  is  any  question 
about  the  meat  being  fit  for  human  consumption, 
the  meat  grader  will  refer  the  problem  to  USDA's 
Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service 
(APHIS)  or,  if  appropriate,  to  State  and  local 
authorities  having  jurisdiction  over  the  whole- 
someness  of  meat. 


HOW  TO  OBTAIN  PRODUCT 
EXAMINATION  SERVICE 

To  obtain  product  examination  service,  just  con- 
tact the  nearest  meat  grading  office  and  request  it. 
The  service  can  be  obtained  by  oral  request.  How- 
ever, you  will  be  asked  to  complete  and  return  the 
necessary  forms  when  they  are  sent  to  you.  (Ad- 
dresses and  phone  numbers  of  U.S.  meat  grading 
offices  are  listed  on  the  following  pages.) 

When  you  request  the  product  examination  serv- 
ice, you  must  provide  the  grading  office  with  in- 
formation necessary  to  identify  the  meat  to  be 
examined,  such  as  its  location,  the  license  num- 
ber of  the  truck(s)  or  railroad  car  number(s),  U.S. 
inspection  number(s),  etc.  You  must  also  make 
any  necessary  third  party  arrangements  in  order 
to  make  the  product  accessible  to  the  meat  grader. 

On  request,  and  at  your  expense,  the  meat 
grader  can  immediately  relay  the  examination  re- 
sults to  you  by  telephone. 


WHAT  IT  COSTS 

For  a  product  examination,  you  will  be  charged 
the  regular  meat  grading  service  hourly  fee  rate. 
You  also  pay  the  travel  costs,  if  any,  incurred  in 
connection  with  making  the  examination.  At  the 
option  of  the  meat  grading  supervisor  in  charge  of 
the  office  providing  the  service,  you  may  be  asked 
to  pay  for  the  service  when  it  is  rendered  or  you 
may  be  billed  later. 


ADDRESSES  AND  TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS  OF  U.S.  MEAT  GRADING 
OFFICES 

The  map  on  the  following  pages  shows  the  U.S. 
meat  grading  offices  in  the  United  States.  Contact 
the  one  closest  to  you.  The  supervisor  at  one  of 
these  offices  can  arrange  for  the  meat  grader  near- 
est you  to  conduct  the  actual  product  examination. 

CALIFORNIA 

Bell  90201 

Building  7,  Section  A 
4747  Eastern  Avenue 
(213)  268-1391 

San  Francisco  94111 

630  Sansome  Street,  Rm  745 

(415)  556-5815 

COLORADO 

Denver  80216 

206  Livestock  Exchange  Bldg. 
(303)  837-4088 

GEORGIA 

Atlanta  30309 

1718  Peachtree  Street,  N.W. 
Room  204 
(404)  526-5158 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago  60605 

536  South  Clark  Street,  Rm  10 
(312)  353-5751 

National  Stock  Yards  62071 
29  Livestock  Exchange  Bldg. 
P.O.  Box  38 
(618)  274-2305 

IOWA 

Des  Moines  50309 
Room  767  Federal  Bldg. 
210  Walnut  Street 
(515)  284-4572 

Sioux  City  51107 

225  Livestock  Exchange  Bldg. 

(712)  252-0259 

MINNESOTA 

South  St.  Paul  55075 
Box  27  Post  Office  Bldg. 
(612)  725-7161 


MISSOURI 

Kansas  City  64102 

760  Livestock  Exchange  Bldg. 

(816)  374-5331 

NEBRASKA 

Omaha  68107 

609  Livestock  Exchange  Bldg. 
(402)  221-4635 

NEW  JERSEY 

Newark  07102 

970  Broad  Street,  Rm  901 

(201)  645-3950 

OHIO 

Cleveland  44102 

23  Livestock  Exchange  Bldg. 

(216)  522-4868 

OKLAHOMA 

Oklahoma  City  73108 

Room  232,  Livestock  Exchange  Bldg. 

(405)  232-5425 

OREGON 

No.  Portland  97043 

217  Livestock  Exchange  Bldg. 

(503)  221-2429 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Philadelphia  19106 
604-C  U.S.  Custom  House 
(215)  597-4535 

TENNESSEE 

Memphis  38106 

465  West  Trigg  Avenue 

(901)  948-2815 

TEXAS 

Amarillo  79105 
P.O.  Box  9175 
(806)  376-2264 

Fort  Worth  76106 

231  Livestock  Exchange  Bldg. 

(817)  732-4998 

UTAH 

North  Salt  Lake  84054 
North  Salt  Lake  Stockyards 
(801)  524-5001 


